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Praise for At First Light

“A fantastic story, I highly recommend…deserves a standing ovation.”
—MIKE KRZYZEWSKI, Head Men’s Basketball Coach at Duke University

“Phil Larimore was a Dick Winters from the Band of Brothers -type of frontline, 
small-unit combat leader. At First Light  has the makings of a great movie.”

—COL. ALEXANDER P. SHINE, U.S. Army, Infantry (Ret.), Army War College Professor

“At First Light  is riveting…a fascinating story of an American hero…truly 
inspirational.” 

—JOE GIBBS, fi ve-time NASCAR Cup Series champion and three-time Super Bowl champion

“This true tale scores in spades. It may just keep you up till fi rst light.”
—JERRY B. JENKINS, twenty-one-time New York Times bestselling novelist

“One of the most fascinating stories of World War II. If you love history like I do, 
this book is a must read. A heartwarming true story of a great American hero.”

—LT. GEN. WILLIAM G. BOYKIN, U.S. Army (Ret.) three-star general

“I love World War II books, and none is better than At First Light …it’s like a 
combination of Band of Brothers  and War Horse  or Unbroken and Sea Biscuit .” 

—PAT WILLIAMS, co-founder of the NBA’s Orlando Magic  

“Intelligently written, descriptively rich, and tailor-made for anyone who cherishes 
powerful World War II stories.”

—MARCUS BROTHERTON, New York Times bestselling author

“As the son and nephew of World War II veterans, I never grow tired of reading about 
their heroics. The story of Phil Larimore is the most compelling and riveting of 
them all.”

—CAL THOMAS, nationally syndicated columnist

“A gripping fi ve-star read!”
—BOB WELCH, award-winning journalist and author

Growing up in the 1930s in Memphis, 

Tennessee, Phil Larimore is the ulti-

mate Boy Scout—able to read maps, put 

a compass to good use, and traverse wild 

swamps and desolate canyons. His other 

great skill is riding horses.

Phil does poorly in school, however, 

leading his parents send to him to a mil-

itary academy. After Pearl Harbor, Phil 

realizes he is destined for war. Three 

weeks before his eighteenth birthday, he 

becomes the youngest candidate to ever 

graduate from Offi  cer Candidate School 

(OCS) at Fort Benning, Georgia.

Landing on the Anzio beachhead in 

February 1944, Phil is put in charge of 

an Ammunition Pioneer Platoon in the 

3 Infantry Division. Their job: deliver 

ammunition to the frontline foxholes—a 

dangerous assignment involving regu-

lar forays into No Man’s Land.

As Phil fi ghts his way up the Italian boot, 

into southern France and across the 

Rhine River into Germany, he is caught 

up in some of the most intense combat 

ever. But it’s what happens in the fi nal 

stages of the war and his homecoming 

that makes Phil’s story incredibly spe-

cial and heartwarming.

An emotional tale of courage, daring, 

and heroism, At First Light  will remind 

you of the indomitable human spirit 

that lives in all of us.

W L is a prolifi c author and 
has written or co-written forty books, 
thirty medical textbook chapters, and 
over 1,000 articles in various medical 
journals and lay magazines. His books 
have garnered a number of national 
awards, including three Gold Medallion 
Award nominations, a Book of the Year 
Award from ECPA, and most recently, At 
First Light  received the “Highly Com-
mended” and “Finalist” awards at the 
international 2020 Page Turner Awards. 
Dr. Larimore has also authored four nov-
els and fi ve memoir-style bestsellers.

Walt’s website is DrWalt.com and his 

Twitter handle is @WaltLarimore.

M Y is a veteran author who 
has worked with a considerable number 
of high-profi le speakers, authors, and 
sports fi gures over the last twenty-fi ve 
years. He has authored and co-authored 
(as a collaborator) more than 110 books 
in many genres. 

Mike’s website is mikeyorkey.com, and 
his Twitter handle is @MikeYorkey.
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